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Phylis Cancilla Martinelli : Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880ndash;1920 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Undermining Race: 
Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880ndash;1920: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 
1880-1920By SharonGood information about our history and the issues that people went through. I would recommend 
this for those who wish to learn more about history.

Undermining Race rewrites the history of race, immigration, and labor in the copper industry in Arizona. The book 
focuses on the case of Italian immigrants in their relationships with Anglo, Mexican, and Spanish miners (and at times 
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with blacks, Asian Americans, and Native Americans), requiring a reinterpretation of the way race was formed and 
figured across place and time.Phylis Martinelli argues that the case of Italians in Arizona provides insight into ldquo;in 
betweenrdquo; racial and ethnic categories, demonstrating that the categorizing of Italians varied from camp to camp 
depending on local conditionsmdash;such as management practices in structuring labor markets and workersrsquo; 
housing, and the choices made by immigrants in forging communities of language and mutual support. 
Italiansmdash;even light-skinned northern Italiansmdash;were not considered completely ldquo;whiterdquo; in 
Arizona at this historical moment, yet neither were they consistently racialized as non-white, and tactics used to 
control them ranged from micro to macro level violence.To make her argument, Martinelli looks closely at two 
ldquo;white campsrdquo; in Globe and Bisbee and at the Mexican camp of Clifton-Morenci. Comparing and 
contrasting the placement of Italians in these three camps shows how the usual binary system of race relations became 
complicated, which in turn affected the existing race-based labor hierarchy, especially during strikes. The book 
provides additional case studies to argue that the biracial stratification system in the United States was in fact triracial 
at times. According to Martinelli, this system determined the nature of the associations among laborers as well as the 
way Americans came to construct ldquo;whiteness.rdquo;

"Understanding Racenbsp;provides a useful window through which to examine how American, Italian, Mexican, and 
Spanish mine workers interacted and created race in Arizona mining towns.nbsp;A timely contribution to the ever-
expanding and complex fields of immigration, race, and whiteness."mdash;Italian American ldquo;This book 
impressively retells the history of race, immigration, and labor in the copper industry. At a time when interracial unity 
among workers of color is among the most important issues facing U.S. labor and society, this study is especially 
apposite. A fine example of theoretically informed writing.rdquo;mdash;David R. Roediger, author of Colored White: 
Transcending the Racial Past 


