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Mike Dash : Tulipomania: The Story of the World'sMost Coveted Flower the Extraordinary Passions It
Aroused before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tulipomania:
The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent. Gives a geographical and botanical history of the Tulip as


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0037BS2RW

well as the Dutch financial bubble.By Bayard B.A really detailed history of both the flower and the economic bubble
that occurred in 1636 - 1637. | have read references to the Tulip Bubble in many other books over the years but never
knew what it wasin detail. The book starts with a botanical and geographical history of the tulip. The flower originated
in Central Asiain the vicinity of the Pamirs and Tien Shan west of China. It spread to Turkey viatradersin the 13th
century, then to the Balkans in the 14th and 15th centuries. It finally reached Holland around 1572. The Dutch then
began breeding new varieties that were progressively more and more beautiful. For reasons that really have no logical
explanation, afrenzied financial buying and selling bubble began around 1636. It was much like the famous
"Mississippi Bubble" that occurred in France in the early 1700s and the British " South Seas Bubble." There was no
real economic basisfor it. People just thought that demand and prices could increase forever. Fortunately for the
Dutch, the overall financial impact of the collapse on the national economy was minor.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Oh the things you never knew about tulipsBy mousemomV ery interesting -- learned so
much about one of my favorite flowers. Easy, comfortable read. History and some botany all in one book. | knew
about the hybrid varieties but never realized where the tulip originated. Glad | read this book.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. a history lesson with modern implicationsBy T BrownAnybody that would trade a house for
flowers would be rightfully considered strange, but this is what happened in the Netherlands.With stock market and
mortgage speculations and government bailoutsin our recent history, it is frighting to think that this has been going on
for centuries. We can sit and laugh at people who lost al of their money because of flowers, but it provides an
important lesson about investment and how bubbles will burst. A must read for historians or economists.

In the 1630s, visitors to the prosperous trading cities of the Netherlands couldn't help but notice that thousands of
normally sober, hardworking Dutch citizens from every walk of life were caught up in an extraordinary frenzy of
buying and selling. The object of this unprecedented speculation was the tulip, a delicate and exotic Eastern import
that had bewitched horticulturists, noblemen, and tavern owners alike. For amost a year rare bulbs changed hands for
incredible and ever-increasing sums, until single flowers were being sold for more than the cost of a house. Historians
would come to call it tulipomania. It was the first futures market in history, and like so many of the ones that would
follow, it crashed spectacularly, plunging speculators and investors into economic ruin and despair.Thisis the history
of the tulip, from its origins on the barren, windswept steppes of central Asiato its place of honor in the lush imperial
gardens of Constantinople, to its starring moment as the most coveted--and beautiful--commodity in Europe. Historian
Mike Dash vividly narrates the story of this amazing flower and the colorful cast of characters--Turkish sultans,

Y ugoslav soldiers, French botanists, and Dutch tavern keepers--who were centuries apart historically and worlds apart
culturally, but who al had one thing in common: tulipomania.From the Trade Paperback edition.



