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Until this book was published little had appeared on the matter of the organization of production in oil gathering. This 
book:Describes the global offshore oil supply industry and its features on one of the worldrsquo;s major offshore oil 
services basesDraws on the theory of the multinational corporation to explain why buyers and sellers should have 
internationalized themselves into a symbiotic relationshipDiscusses the preference of the oil companies for vertical 
disintegrationExplains the transaction cost paradigmIntegrates the largely American literature on the transaction cost 
paradigm with the literature on the multinational corporation (which is largely British). 


