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bookcover: M. Reda Bhacker looks at the role of Oman in the Indian Ocean prior to British domination of the region. 
Omani merchant communities played a crucial part in the development of commercial activity throughout the 
territories they held in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, especially between Muscat and Zanzibar, using long 
established trade networks. They were also largely responsible for the integration of the commerce of the Indian Ocean 
into the nascent global capitalist system. The author, himself a member of an important Omani merchant family, looks 
in detail at the complex relationship between the merchant community and Oman's rulers, first the Ya'ariba and then 
the Albusaidis. He analyses the tribal and religious dynamics of Omani politics both in Arabia, where he looks 
especially at the Wahhabi/Saudi threat, and in Oman's sprawling empire', with particular reference to Zanzibar where 
the Omani ruler Sa'id b Sultan had his court from 1840. His aim is to consider all Oman's overseas territories as a 
single entity, without the usual misleading compartmentalisation of African and Arab history. Dr Bhacker finds that 
despite their prestige and influence in the region neither the merchant communities nor the government were able to 
respond to Britain's determined onslaught. Bhacker traces the local and regional factors that allowed Britain to destroy 
Oman's largely commercial challenge and to emerge by the end of the nineteenth century as the commercially and 
politically dominant power in the region.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Reviews published on this 
bookBy A Customer"This is an interesting, stimulating and interestingly written comprehensive study of a neglected 
subject at the interface of many histroical issues on one of the roads of colonialism." University of London, School of 
Oriental and African Studies Bulletin, volume 58, 1994."This is an important and fascinating work that has long 
needed writing. A number of historians have given accounts of the work of Sayyid Sai'd bin Sultan in Zanzibar; Dr 
Bhacker is the first to place it in its true context of his active reign in Muscat. He has drawn on a great range of 
archival sources....and brings a new vision to the matter, which hitherto has been like the play of Hamlet without 
Hamlet's father" Journal of The Royal Asiatic Society, vol. 4, 1994."The author of this important book brings a fresh 
insight from the Indian Ocean perspectiuve which should open new avenues for research" Journal of African history, 
volume 35, 1994."This is a welcome addition to the literature. The work's strongest sections reflect Bhacker's 
imaginative neo-Braudelian persepective, which places Oman and Zanzibar as integral parts of a long-established 
socioeconomic system that embraced the western Indian Ocean region." Middle East Journal, volume 48, 1994.

M. Reda Bhacker looks at the role of Oman in the Indian Ocean prior to British domination of the region. Omani 
merchant communities played a crucial part in the development of commercial activity throughout the territories they 
held in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, especially between Muscat and Zanzibar, using long established trade 
networks. They were also largely responsible for the integration of the commerce of the Indian Ocean into the nascent 
global capitalist system.The author, himself a member of an important Omani merchant family, looks in detail at the 
complex relationship between the merchant community and Oman's rulers, first the Ya'ariba and then the Albusaidis. 
He analyses the tribal and religious dynamics of Omani politics both in Arabia, where he looks especially at the 
Wahhabi/Saudi threat, and in Oman's sprawling `empire', with particular reference to Zanzibar where the Omani ruler 
Sa'id b Sultan had his court from 1840. His aim is to consider all Oman's overseas territories as a single entity, without 
the usual misleading compartmentalisation of African and Arab history.Dr Bhacker finds that despite their prestige and 
influence in the region neither the merchant communities nor the government were able to respond to Britain's 
determined onslaught. Bhacker traces the local and regional factors that allowed Britain to destroy Oman's largely 
commercial challenge and to emerge by the end of the nineteenth century as the commercially and politically 
dominant power in the region.

"In a well-constructed narrative supported by careful analysis, the author traces the development of the relationships 
between Oman and East Africa and attempts to explain the "inability of the Muscati rulers to resist the external British 
challenge," leading ultimately to Oman's decline and dependence on the UK."-"Choice About the AuthorM. Reda 
Bhacker works in Corporate Planning and Economics for Petroleum Development, Oman. 


