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From Palgrave Macmillan : State Fragility, State Formation, and Human Security in Nigeria  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised State Fragility, State Formation, and 
Human Security in Nigeria: 

Since the 1990s, attempts at democratic transition have generated hopes for 'civil society' as well as ambivalence about 
the state. The interdisciplinary studies gathered here explore this dynamic through the complex interactions of state 
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fragility, self-help, and self-organization in Nigeria. Nigeria stands as a particularly interesting case, as its multifaceted 
associational life extends far beyond civil society organizations (CSOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs): 
as this volume reveals, there is a 'third sector' of Nigerian society encompassing everything from community self-help 
programs to ethno-religious affiliations to militias. Some of these formations have narrow, pragmatic aims, while 
others have an explicit socio-cultural or political agenda; most can be understood as compensating for the state's 
failure to deliver services and maintain regulatory frameworks. By examining the emergence of broader forms of civil 
society, this volume considers their successes while also assessing their costs and contradictions.


