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From OUP Oxford : So you want to be a brain surgeon? (Success in Medicine)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised So you want to be a brain surgeon? (Success in 
Medicine): 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. A map through the maze of medical careers in the UKBy A 
CustomerThis book is a bible for the confused junior doctor or medical student deciding which path to take. For every 
speciality, there is essential information about the reality of the job - a refreshing change from the abstract, idealistic 
and stereotypical ideas so often perpetuated by our profession. Particulary useful is the information on those things 
that matter most: pay, working hours, competitiveness, nights, opportunity for private practice, stress and amount of 
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litigation. It also includes useful contact details, tips to race ahead of the crowd, sections on opportunities abroad and 
alternative careers for doctors who have had enough. In short,this book is a map through the maze of medical careers - 
a great investment.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good if you are an English MD studentBy M. 
LilleyThis book was misrepresented on and it should be clearly stated that this book is a "how to" on entering 
residencies for various specialties in the UK which is quite different from the US. It was of no use to me because it did 
not address the training and lifestyles for specialties in the US.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
IncredibleBy A CustomerThis has got to be the best book regarding medical careers I have ever read. The contents is 
both informative yet readable, and the cartoons and pictures give the book a humourous feel. This book is incredible.

Which doctors make the most money? Which doctors work the hardest? How do you become an expedition doctor? 
What is it like to be a brain surgeon? Will it affect your career if you take a break? If any of these questions are 
relevant to you then this could be the most important book you ever read. Whether you are wondering what career to 
choose or want to know how to follow a particular medical career, you'll find the answers inside.Deciding which path 
to pursue has a huge impact on your future life and yet few doctors or medical students ever receive formal careers 
advice. This has become even harder since the changes brought about by the Modernising Medical Careers (MMC) 
initiative. Fortunately help is at hand: this book has been fully rewritten to include the latest MMC information and 
summaries of 100 different medical careers and how to get there.Whether you aspire to be a general practitioner, 
forensic psychiatrist, cardiologist or even a brain surgeon you'll find details on the lifestyle, job and specific career 
route. Each career chapter has been written by a senior specialist in that particular field to give you the 'insider's 
opinion', resulting in the most complete and up-to-date medical careers guide ever published.Alongside the careers 
chapters there are new sections on the Foundation Programme, Core Training, Specialty Training and Academic 
Training. These also describe the major hurdles in each career and how to overcome them. From filling in application 
forms and choosing jobs to interviews and improving your CV, every aspect of your career is covered in detail.

` from previous edition What a fantastic little book! This really is an indispensable careers guide'Cambridge 
Medicine`Effective and entertaining tool in helping to make the most important choice in your medical career. This 
book should be purchased early in your medical school career, read, and then referred to as you progress and learn 
more about the many paths that a medical degree offers...So you want tobe a brain surgeon? could be the smallest 
investment into your biggest decision'Kevin Carter, University of Toronto Medical Journal`So you want to be a brain 
surgeon? comes out on top as the best all rounder... In addition to its synopses of some 80 careers, the book is also full 
of useful addresses and telephone numbers of various professional bodies (and not just in medicine), making it 
invaluable for ready reference.'Ayan S Panja, Student BMJ`This book is an easy and entertaining read due to its light-
hearted yet well-constructed nature. For me, this has clarified many uncertainties, particularly with respect to the 
exams required in any path. So you want to be a Brain Surgeon? could be your smallest investment into your 
biggestdecision.'Mark Collyer, Bristol Medical School Gazette`A canny consumer's guide to the profession, it should 
be widely read and consulted by all who are still uncommitted in their medical careers and by those who advise 
them.'Jane C Symonds, Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine, Volume 94, November 2001`In my current capacity 
as editor of the BMJ's Career focus and editor of the studentBMJ, I think that your future career will be hampered if 
you do not read this book. Does that make it plain enough?'Rhona MacDonald, StudentBMJ`It is a fascinating and 
useful guide to medical careers, as it gives an unflinching and nitty-gritty account of the myriad of careers on offer to 
medical graduates, and methodically describes the pros and cons of each option.'David Allin BA, Final year medical 
studentAbout the AuthorSimon Eccles is a Consultant in Emergency Medicine at the Homerton Hospital in Hackney, 
North East London. He was appointed as Clinical Director for NHS Connecting for Health in July 2007, having started 
as the joint National Clinical Lead for Hospital Doctors at the end of 2004. He is a past-Chairman of the Junior 
Doctors Committee of the BMA. In October 2004, he took a year out of clinical work to allow him to work on the 
'Hospital at Night' project as the medical advisor to the Department of Health. He continues to work as a medical 
advisor to NHS National Workforce Projects. Stephan qualified from Nottingham medical school in 2003 and trained 
as a paediatrician. He recently moved to work as a postdoctoral researcher at Yale University and hopes to train as a 
clinical geneticist. He also works as an expedition doctor and took part in the Serious Andes and Serious Ocean 
expeditions with Children's BBC. He first became interested in medical writing whilst at university and he has now 
written several books aimed at making life a bit easier for newly qualified doctors and their patients. 


