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Harrison H. Owen : Open Space Technology: A User's Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Open Space Technology: A User's Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Open Spaces: Try Something a Little Different in Your 
OrganizationBy Kevin P. DavisI picked up this book because I was going to run Open Spaces at That Conference, a 
summertime polyglot technology conference in the midwest. I had participated in Open Spaces sessions before, and 
thought I had it pretty well in hand. This book gave me a different perspective on ways to use Open Spaces within the 
context of an organization. If your organization needs to do a technology powwow to take it to the next level, have a 
look at this volume, as its recipes are something different for the average organization.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A confidence inspiring "how to"By Patricia SchaefferIt's a bit dated, but otherwise a great 
"how to" on Open Space Technology. Mr. Owen inspires confidence that anyone comfortable working with groups of 
people can make OST work. He also uses humor - especially self-deprecating - to make the book fun to read.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. great book reliable sellerBy one.pulled.threadarrived quickly and in good 
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condition. the book itself is definitely worth the price and is a great help in guiding the process of creative problem-
identification and ways to move forward.

Open Space Technology: A Userrsquo;s Guide is just what the name implies: a hands-on, detailed description of 
facilitating Open Space Technology (OST). OST is an effective, economical, fast, and easily repeatable strategy for 
organizing meetings of between 5 and 2,000 participants that has been used in thousands of organizations in 134 
countries and just keeps growing in popularity. Written by the originator of the method, this is the most authoritative 
book on the rationale, procedures, and requirements of OST.OST enables self-organizing groups of all sizes to deal 
with hugely complex issues in a very short period of time. This step-by-step userrsquo;s guide details what needs to be 
done before, during, and after an Open Space event.Harrison Owen details all the practical considerations necessary to 
create Open Space. He begins with the most important questionmdash;should you use Open Space at all?mdash;and 
examines what types of situations are appropriate for Open Space Technology and what types are not. He then goes on 
to look at nuts-and-bolts issues such as supplies, logistics, and who should come and how you should go about getting 
them there.This third edition adds a survey of the current status of Open Space Technology around the world, an 
updated section on the latest available technology for report writing (a key aspect of the Open Space process), and an 
updated list of resources.

About the AuthorHarrison Owen is president of H.H. Owen and Company. His academic background and training 
centered on the nature and function of myth, ritual, and culture. In the mid-1960s, he left academe to work with a 
variety of organizations, including small West African villages, urban community organizations (both in the United 
States and in Africa), the Peace Corps, regional medical programs, the U.S. National Institutes of Health, and the U.S. 
Veterans Administration. Along the way, he discovered that his study of myth, ritual, and culture had direct 
application to these social systems. In 1977, he created H.H. Owen and Company in order to explore the culture of 
organizations in transformation as a theorist and practicing consultant. Harrison convened the First International 
Symposium on Organization Transformation and is the originator of Open Space Technology. He is the author of 
Spirit: Transformation and Development in Organization; Leadership Is; Riding the Tiger; The Millennium 
Organization; Tales From Open Space; and Expanding Our Now: The Story of Open Space Technology. 


