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Linda Chelan Li : Offending Girls: Young Women and Youth Justice (Routledge Studies on China in 
Transition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Offending 
Girls: Young Women and Youth Justice (Routledge Studies on China in Transition): 

This book examines questions of change and inertia in the context of the longstanding grievances over excessive 
taxation in rural China. How can some changes be sustained, whilst others cannot? How can a longstanding 
administrative practice be changed or even terminated, especially when previous attempts at change have failed?Using 
extensive interview data with local and central bureaucrats, Li's findings highlight the role of parallel developments 
and agency in the change process, as well as the prevalence of contingency and uncertainty. It also elegantly blends 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01172MHX2


the narrative of the rural tax and administrative reforms with theoretical discussions to deepen our understanding of 
policy process and institutional change in 21st century China. Despite the authoritarian political system, the Chinese 
state-in-action which emerges from this book sees actions stemming from both the central and local levels, mediated 
by strategic design as well as contingency. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of Chinese Studies, 
political science and policy and development studies.

lsquo;At last an intelligent, up to date and comprehensive exposure of the myths surrounding the lsquo;new offending 
girlrsquo; and their impact on youth justice practice. Offending Girls: Young Women and Youth Justice is essential 
reading for all those who are prepared to make the effort to look beyond the headlines of the lsquo;ladettesrsquo; and 
the lsquo;violent girl gangsrsquo; who are now lsquo;worse than the boysrsquo;, Through extensive original research 
with girls and practitioners, Sharpe uncovers the realities of lsquo;growing up goodrsquo; in the 21st century.rsquo; 
ndash; John Muncie, Professor of Criminology, The Open University 'This book offers a fascinating insight into the 
lives of girls who have offended and provides an edgy alternative to the usual accounts of female crime that all too 
frequently ignore the voices of the women themselves. The reader is provided with a background to the offending 
behaviour of these women and the author attempts to offer some explanation for their offending rather than the relying 
on the usual account which explains girlsrsquo; criminal behaviour by likening them to boys. In this way, the book 
offers these women some agency and allows them to take responsibility for their actions instead of repeatedly 
classifying criminal women as victims of crime themselves or as helpless individuals that are not aware of the actions 
they are committing. This academic analysis of the lives of criminal young women is an important contribution to the 
growing body of research focused on women and their propensity to engage in offending behaviour and could help 
criminal justice agencies to look at the way they manage these women. Specifically it could inform their decision-
making processes based on real life histories of offending women rather than relying on anecdotal and often 
androcentric work. The text offers useful insights into working with these girls in the 21st century to those who work 
or study in the criminal justice field, and indeed is relevant for anyone who is interested in the place of young women 
in the criminal system.'-Katy Page, University of Leicester and London Probation Trust, in Probation Journal vol 59 no 
4About the AuthorGilly Sharpe is Lecturer in Criminology at the University of Sheffield. She is currently engaged in 
research on desistance from crime, focusing particularly on women (ex)offenders. Prior to her academic career, 
shenbsp;spent several years working as a practitioner in youth justice and related fields. 


