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Anita Sengupta : Myth and Rhetoric of the Turkish Model: Exploring Developmental Alternatives  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Myth and Rhetoric of the 
Turkish Model: Exploring Developmental Alternatives: 

The volume discusses what the Turkish Model, or Turkish Development Alternative, was and why it was promoted in 
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the Central Asian republics immediately following the dissolution of the Soviet Union. It argues that the Turkish 
Model was a myth that transferred the ideal of a ''secular, democratic, liberal society'' as a model for the post Soviet 
Turkic world and in the process encouraged a ''Turkic" rhetoric that emphasized connection between the two regions 
based on a common ancestry. The volume begins with an understanding of the reality of the Model from a Turkish 
perspective and then goes on to examine whether the Turkic world as a "cultural-civilizational alternative" makes 
sense both from a historical as well as contemporary perspective. It concludes by looking at the re-emergence of the 
Model in the wake of the events in West Asia in early 2011 and examines how in the light of a search for options the 
Turkish Model is once again projected as viable.

From the Back CoverThe volume discusses what the Turkish Model, or Turkish Development Alternative, was and 
why it was promoted in the Central Asian republics immediately following the dissolution of the Soviet Union. It 
argues that the Turkish Model was a myth that transferred the ideal of a ''secular, democratic, liberal society'' as a 
model for the post Soviet Turkic world and in the process encouraged a ''Turkic" rhetoric that emphasized connection 
between the two regions based on a common ancestry. The volume begins with an understanding of the reality of the 
Model from a Turkish perspective and then goes on to examine whether the Turkic world as a "cultural-civilizational 
alternative" makes sense both from a historical as well as contemporary perspective. It concludes by looking at the re-
emergence of the Model in the wake of the events in West Asia in early 2011 and examines how in the light of a 
search for options the Turkish Model is once again projected as viable.nbsp;About the AuthorAnita Sengupta is 
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Oxford: Lexington Books, 2003) and Frontiers into Borders: The Transformation of Identities in Central Asia, (Delhi 
and London: Hope India Publications and Greenwich Millennium Press Ltd, 2002). She has also edited a number of 
volumes on Eurasian politics.Asian Studies and Central Asia and the Caucasus. Her articles have been translated and 
published in Russian and Chinese. She has been an invited speaker at various national and international seminars. 


