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For the past ten years, The Northern Manhattan Community Voices Collaborative has put Columbia University and its 
hospitals in touch with surrounding community organizations and churches to facilitate vaccines, dental care, and 
nutritional improvement, along with other forms of healthcare and support. As the nation begins to recognize the 
importance of prevention, this unlikely yet enduring partnership reaffirms the wisdom of joining "town and gown" to 
improve the well-being of a community.Each chapter in this volume is authored by a staff member of a participating 
institution, and altogether they share the successes, failures, and stumbling blocks of implementing such a vast and 
delicate program. A representative of Alianza Dominicana, for example, one of the country's largest groups for settling 
new immigrants, speaks to the value of community-based organizations in ridding a neighborhood of crime-a vital step 
in the plan to move forward. Allan Formicola and Lourdes Hernandez-Cordero outline the beginnings and 
infrastructure of the collaboration and the relationship between leaders that fueled its positive outcomes. Their portrait 
demonstrates how grassroots solutions can mutually benefit communities as well as institutions and yield productive 
dialogues about difficult issues.

"An excellent read about an enormous and highlycommendable public health effort in a poor, multi-cultural, and 
beleagueredcommunity." (Toba Schwaber Kerson, DSW, PhD, Bryn Mawr College)this is an excellent read about an 
enormous and highly commendable public health effort in a poor, multi-cultural, and beleaguered community. (Toba 
Schwaber Kerson Social Work in Health Care)About the AuthorAllan J. Formicola is dean emeritus of the Columbia 
University College of Dental Medicine and founder of the university's Center for Community Health Partnerships, 
which has now merged with the Center for Family and Community Medicine. Over the past two decades, he and his 
colleagues have developed far reaching programs to improve general and oral health care for underserved 
communities.Lourdes Hernandez-Cordero is an assistant professor of clinical sociomedical sciences at Columbia 
University's Mailman School of Public Health. She directs the Center for Youth Violence Prevention's CLIMB (City 
Life is Moving Bodies) project, which works with northern Manhattan-based organizations to promote youth 
development, physical activity, stewardship, and social capital through community mobilization. 


