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Christoph Laucht : Elemental Germans: Klaus Fuchs, Rudolf Peierls and the Making of British Nuclear 
Culture 1939-59  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Elemental Germans: Klaus Fuchs, Rudolf Peierls and the Making of British Nuclear Culture 1939-59: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Elemental Germans by C. LauchtBy Brave DaveAn esoteric book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007ZQY274


about an interesting aspect of a massive subject (atomic weapon history). Pretty much what I expected, but leaves a lot 
of unanswered questions. Tantalizing use of 1176 "notes and references" to develop 177 pages of text. Wow! Lots of 
leads for more in-depth study but many of the references are probably underused and likely to be virtually 
unavailable.Recent publication may have enabled use of previously classified information -- I wonder if that is the 
case.This should not be anyones introduction to the subject. Significant prior background is required to fully 
appreciate this book.Mr. Laucht needs to enlist a consultant on atomic and nuclear physics before putting out a second 
addition because there are some gagging inaccuracies especially about isotopes. These, however, do not distract from 
the book's significant value and only tend to unnerve. The history, which is the essence of the book, is probably valid.

Christoph Laucht offers the first investigation into the roles played by two German-born emigre atomic scientists, 
Klaus Fuchs and Rudolf Peierls, in the development of British nuclear culture, especially the practice of nuclear 
science and the political implications of the atomic scientists' work, from the start of the Second World War until 1959.

'...this book is a valuable addition to the field of physics history and should interest British Cold War and science 
historians alike, particularly those investigating the history of nuclear weapons or the development of European 
scientific cooperation in the post-war period.' - Martin Theaker, University of CambridgeAbout the 
AuthorCHRISTOPH LAUCHT Lecturer in Modern British History at the University of Leeds, UK. His research 
interests include the cultural history of the atomic age and the transnational history of the Cold War. He is co-editor of 
Divided, But Not Disconnected: German Experiences of the Cold War (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 
2010). 


