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Thomas L. Norman : Electronic Access Control  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Electronic Access Control: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good text for someone entering the field.By Roscoe CoffmanThis is 
a nice methodical approach to introducing someone to the basics of Electronic Access Control. I am an industry 
veteran with over 31 years experience in all aspects of the field. Even though the book was published in 2011 it is 
already somewhat dated in certain areas. That is not an indictment of the book or the author, it is the rapid moving 
nature of the business. The only area of the book that I take strong exception to is the chapter on Life Safety and Exit 
Devices, specifically what Mr. Norman refers to as his opinion of the best way to accomplish fire alarm interface. In 
my 31 years of design, installation and implementation of fire alarm and access control systems I have never seen fire 
alarm interface (commonly referred to as "Fire Alarm Override") accomplished in the way that is described in the 
book, and I would strongly recommend against doing it in that manner. There are far more sophisticated and effective 
ways to accomplish this in today's world. Other than that I like it, and have recommended it for the text in a class that I 
am teaching.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. basically for beginnersBy tracyFor some reason I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005VNUOU2


thought it was going to delve a little deeper than it did. It repeated itself quite often so I guess if you are a noob in the 
access control biz it may help to get a gyst of what it's about, but to the commercial professional it is a kid's book.3 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book on electronic security systemsBy John McGrathThis is 
probably the best overall book on electronic security systems, not just access control systems. It also provides a very 
good overview on access portals-doors, gates, etc. I am a CPP and completed the US Army Corps of Engineers 
electronic security systems school, so I had some good context from which to understand and evaluate this book. 
Highly recommended for anyone responsible for designing, purchasing, administering, or just wanting to understand 
access control systems, alarms, video surveillance, or related security systems.

Electronic Access Control introduces the fundamentals of electronic access control through clear, well-illustrated 
explanations. Access Control Systems are difficult to learn and even harder to master due to the different ways in 
which manufacturers approach the subject and the myriad complications associated with doors, door frames, hardware, 
and electrified locks. This book consolidates this information, covering a comprehensive yet easy-to-read list of 
subjects that every Access Control System Designer, Installer, Maintenance Tech or Project Manager needs to know in 
order to develop quality and profitable Alarm/Access Control System installations. Within these pages, Thomas L. 
Norman ndash; a master at electronic security and risk management consulting and author of the industry reference 
manual for the design of Integrated Security Systems ndash; describes the full range of EAC devices (credentials, 
readers, locks, sensors, wiring, and computers), showing how they work, and how they are installed.A comprehensive 
introduction to all aspects of electronic access control Provides information in short bursts with ample illustrations 
Each chapter begins with outline of chapter contents and ends with a quiz May be used for self-study, or as a 
professional reference guide 

"This book is likely one of the most current and comprehensive works available in this subject area...This book is 
recommended for the general reader of security literature and those with specific access control responsibilities 
needing a ready reference source."--Security Management, December 2012, page 82 "In this book, Thomas L. 
Norman, a master at electronic security and risk management consulting and author of the industry reference manual 
for the design of integrated security systems, describes the full range of EAC devices--credentials, readers, locks, 
sensors, wiring, and computers, showing how they work, and how they are installed. The book presents an arcane and 
complex subject with a conversational and layered learning approach which results in a thorough understanding of 
each point, thus offering quick career advancement potential to students and prospective security professionals."--
ASIS International.comAbout the AuthorThomas L. Norman, CPP, PSP, CSC, is an internationally acclaimed security 
risk management and enterprise-class security system design consultant with experience in the United States, the 
Middle East, Europe, Africa, and Asia. Mr. Norman has experience in security designs for critical infrastructure 
including oil and gas terminals, lines, and distribution centers; mass transit and vehicle transportation systems 
including air security, rail, and marine facilities and systems; long-span suspension and truss bridges; and central 
banking, utility and financial facilities. Mr. Normanrsquo;s extended experience includes a large number of chemical, 
petrochemical, banking, government, corporate facilities, hospitality, healthcare, venues, and museums. Mr. 
Normanrsquo;s unique processes focus on identifying and securing the underlying causes of building system 
vulnerabilities, that is, business processes, technologies, and cultures that encourage the development of vulnerabilities 
to the detriment of the organization. As the author of the industry reference manual on integrated security system 
design, and with more than 35 years of experience in design, construction management and commissioning, Mr. 
Norman is considered one of the industryrsquo;s leading design consultants, worldwide, having contributed many 
industry design firsts including Video Pursuit and REAPs design concepts, among others. Mr. Norman has developed 
formulas and detailed processes that are used by the entire security industry to calculate the effectiveness of security 
programs and security program elements and also overall security program cost-effectiveness. Mr. Norman has 
authored four books: for the American Institute of Architects, "Security Planning and Design - A Guide for Architects 
and Building Owners"; "Integrated Security Systems Design" (Elsevier); "Risk Analysis and Security 
Countermeasures Selection" (CRC Press); and "Electronic Access Control" (Elsevier). His works have been quoted 
and referenced by organizations such as the Cato Institute, NBC, and Security Management. 


