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In this thought-provoking volume, scholars offer evidence, insights, and ideas on key policy questions affecting 
educationmdash;such as national exams, accountability, performance, and other vital issues, while detailing the 
importance of education to both the individual and society as a whole.

"Eight papers examine issues of education policy in the United States and search for policies that will improve K-12 
education and be consistent with the founding principles of a free society."From the PublisherFew issues today are 
more important in the United States than improving education. The recognition of the failures in our schools and the 
importance of correcting those problems have led to great national debate on what works and what does not work. In 
this volume, a range of Hoover Institution scholars continues the search for the right answers, offering evidence, 
insights, and ideas on the key policy questions affecting education. Those scholars discuss a range of areas that 
includes such widely debated topics as national exams, accountability, performance, school funding, and other vital 
issues. The bookrsquo;s thought-provoking contributions include the work of some of the most respected experts in 
the field. Paul Romer reveals why vouchers have not been politically successful despite most economistsrsquo; belief 
that they are an efficient way to fund schooling. Thomas Sowell shows how the political and public school 
establishments have ignored the evidence on the education of minority childrenmdash;with increasingly negative 
consequences. Jennifer Roback Morse explains how schools undermine the parent-child relationshipmdash;and 
outlines the policy changes that could reverse this trend. Throughout the book, the contributors detail the importance 
of education to both the individual and society as a whole, shedding light on what education does, on various ways to 
structure education, on lessons that can be learned from the past, and on how much can be accomplished in the future. 
Edward P. Lazear, senior fellow at the Hoover Institution since 1985, is also the Jack Steele Parker Professor of 
Human Resources, Management and Economics at Stanford Universityrsquo;s Graduate School of Business. 
Contributors: Robert J. Barro, Gary S. Becker, Andrew J. Coulson, Robert E. Hall, Edward P. Lazear, Jennifer Roback 
Morse, Paul M. Romer, George P. Shultz, Thomas Sowell, Shelby SteeleAbout the AuthorEdward P. Lazear, Morris 
Arnold Cox Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, was named to President Bush's new advisory Tax Reform Panel. 
Lazear will work with nine other panel members to look into revenue-neutral policy options for reforming the Federal 
Internal Revenue Code. Lazear is also the Jack Steele Parker Professor of Human Resources, Management and 
Economics (1995) at Stanford University's Graduate School of Business, where he has taught since 1992. He taught 
previously at the University of Chicago's Graduate School of Business, where he was the Brown Professor of Urban 
and Labor Economics. 


