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Peter N. Hess : Economic Growth and Sustainable Development  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Economic Growth and Sustainable Development: 

Economic growth, reflected in increases in national output per capita, makes possible an improved material standard of 
living and the alleviation of poverty. Sustainable development, popularly and concisely defined as lsquo;meeting the 
needs of the present generations without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs,' directly 
addresses the utilization of natural resources, the state of the environment, and intergenerational equity.Now in its 
second edition, Economic Growth and Sustainable Development features expanded discussion of income distribution, 
social capital and the insights of behavioural economics for climate change mitigation. Boxed case studies have been 
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added which explore the impact of economic growth on people and countries in both the developed and developing 
world. This text addresses the following fundamental questions:?What causes economic growth? Why do some 
countries grow faster than others? What accounts for the extraordinary growth in the worldrsquo;s population over the 
past two centuries? What are the current trends in population and will these trends continue?How do we measure 
sustainable development and is sustainable development compatible with economic growth?Why is climate change the 
greatest market failure of all time? What can be done to mitigate climate change and global warming? ?With a blend 
of formal models, empirical evidence, history and policy, this text provides a coherent and comprehensive treatment of 
economic growth and sustainable development. It is suitable for those who study development economics, sustainable 
development and ecological economics. 
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