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Yongnian Zheng, Liang Fook Lye: East Asia: Developments and Challenges. 32 (Series on Contemporary
China) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised East
AsiaDevelopments and Challenges: 32 (Series on Contemporary China):

The aim of the book is to provide readers with an understanding of the important and emerging political, economic and
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socia trends and challengesin East Asiain the coming years. Thereis urgency to conduct such areview of the state of
East Asian affairs as the international and regional environments seemed to be headed towards greater uncertainty. At
the international level, the European Union (EU) continues to grapple with its debt crisis with no clear resolution in
sight. On the other side of the Atlantic, the USis gearing up for its presidential and congressional elections that will
take place towards the end of 2012. The outcome of these elections would have implications for America’s relations
with countriesin East Asia, particularly China. Already, in the run-up to these elections, potential candidates have
whipped up anti-China sentiments or even called for tough anti-China measures to appeal their respective
constituencies.More significantly, with the relative decline of the US and EU, increasing doubts have been raised
concerning the values and beliefs that have undergird the US and individual European countries political system and
institutions since World War Two. China's current stellar economic growth in the midst of the sputtering performance
of the US and the EU economies have lent increasing legitimacy to the attractiveness of China's model that combines
strong authoritarian leadership with the vibrancy of a market economy. Managing arising Chinaand adeclining US
and the EU will have an impact, whether big or small, on the countriesin AsiaAlso, in East Asia, a number of
countries have either undergone or are going to undergo major elections that have elected or will elect a new

leadership to take over the helm, with possible implications for policy adjustments or possibly even policy changesin
these countries. Chinais gearing up for its crucia leadership transition at the 18th Party Congress, while Taiwan has
held its presidential election; Hong Kong has elected its Chief Executive and will hold the Legislative Council
elections, while the two ldquo;K oreasrdquo; will be adjusting to the post-Kim Jong-il uncertainty. Japan, too is still
trying to recover from the triple disasters (tsunami, earthquakes and the radioactivity fallout) with the current Noda
administration still trying to figure away out to revitalize the Japanese economy.Contents: | ntroduction mdash; East
Asia: Developments and Challenges (ZHENG Y ongnian and LY E Liang Fook)China's Politics: Maintaining Status
Quo and Preparing for Leadership Succession (ZHENG Y ongnian and CHEN Gang)China's Economy: Moderate
Slowdown, Still Weaker Growth Prospects for 2012 (John WONG)China's Foreign Policy: Coping with Shifting
Geopoalitics and Maintaining Stable External Relations (ZHENG Y ongnian and LY E Liang Fook)Japan's Palitics:
Under the Shadow of the Triple Disasters (LAM Peng Er) The Korean Peninsula Faces Uncertainties and Challenges
(YUAN Jingdong) Taiwan's 2012 Presidential and L egislative Elections (QI Dongtao) Taiwan's Economy:
Unspectacular Growth and Further Dependence on China (CHIANG Min-Hua and Sarah TONG)US-Taiwan Relations
under MaYing-Jeou (Katherine TSENG Hui-Yi)Fifteen Y ears After Hong Kong's Handover: Isthis City Dying?
(KWONG Kin-ming and YEW Chiew Ping)Readership: Researchers, professionals, undergraduate and graduate
students, and general readersinterested in the important and emerging political, economic and social trends and
challengesin East Asiain the coming years.



