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Once the Cinderella of the education system, early years education has evolved into a much more substantially funded
sector with staff experiencing greater opportunities for higher-level training and education as well asincreasing
demands. This book reflects practitioner debates about fundamental questions such as whether or not their field of
work isaprofession at all. Two key arguments are presented. Thefirst isthat early years education has matured to the
point that pedagogical and regulatory frameworks have been introduced and linked to aterminology of
professionalism. This has opened up a space for early years practitioners ndash; asinsiders of this historically
undervalued sector ndash; to question the nature of their practice.nbsp; The questioning leads to the second argument:
the need for anew future for early years education marked by alsquo;critical ecologyrsquo; of the profession. Thisisa
future in which educators maintain an attitude of critical enquiry in all aspects of their role, assessing the genuine
needs of the sector, factoring in the different political and cultural milieux that influence it, and acting to transform
it.In exploring the issues, this book begins by recording in detail the daily work of early years educators from six
countries: Australia, England, Finland, Germany, New Zealand and Sweden. These case studies explore what it means
to act professionally in a particular context; perceptions of what being a lsquo;professionalrsquo; in early childhood
education means (including practitionersrsquo; self perceptions and external perspectives); and common features of
practice in each context. It moves on to analyse the wider socio-political forces that affect this day-to-day practice and
recommends that practitioners act as transformative agents informed by the political and social realities of their time.

From the reviews:ldquo;Early Childhood Grows up: Towards a Critical Ecology of the Profession is a useful resource
for practitioners, policy makers and other stake-holdersin the early childhood sector. The insights that the authors
provide, offer readers a deeper understanding of professionalism in early childhood education across the world. The
different perspectives covered within this book are inspiring Isquo;storiesrsquo; that enable readers to reflect on what
professionalism means to them and how they become agents for change.rdquo; (Pearl Drsquo;Silva, hekupu.ac.nz,
Vol. 3 (2), March, 2013)From the Back CoverOnce the Cinderella of the education system, early years education has
evolved into amuch more substantially funded sector in which increasing demands are placed on staff at the same
time as opportunities for their higher-level training and education have expanded. This book reflects the fact that these
changes have fostered a good deal of debate about early years education and its practitioners, who have to explore
fundamental questions such as whether or not their field of work isaprofession at al. Two key arguments are
presented. The first isthat early years education has matured to the point that pedagogical and regulatory frameworks
have been introduced and linked to aterminology of professionalism. The second argument, meanwhile, asserts that
we need to imagine a new future for early years education marked by alsquo;critical ecologyrsquo; of the profession.
Thisisafuture in which educators maintain an attitude of critical enquiry in all aspects of their role, assessing the
genuine needs of the sector, factoring in the different political and cultural milieux that influence it, and acting to
transform it.In exploring the issues, this book begins by recording in detail the daily work of early years educators
from six countries: Australia, England, Finland, Germany, New Zealand and Sweden. These case studies explore what
it meansto act professionally in a particular context; perceptions of what being a lsquo;professionalrsquo; in early
childhood education means (including practitionersrsquo; self perceptions and external perspectives); and common
features of practice in each context. It moves on to analyse the wider socio-political forces that affect this day-to-day
practice and recommends that practitioners act as transformative agents informed by the political and social realities of
their time.



