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Ed Ruggero : Duty First: A Year in the Life of West Point and the Making of American Leaders  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Duty First: A Year in the Life 
of West Point and the Making of American Leaders: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good readBy John WaltersI have read The Leader's Compass and 
Combat Jump. Ed did an excellent job on both. Duty First did not disappoint. Very good read. Although the story takes 
place in the late 90's before 9/11, it is still relevant today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003WJRE5A


good but so impressed with the schoolBy Craig T FergusonMy son went to West Point so I wanted an account of what 
he went through. Book is good but so impressed with the school!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Good read. Takes allot of dedication and fortitude by ...By DuaneGood read. Takes allot of dedication and fortitude by 
these young cadets to successfully graduate from the point!

Duty First is a penetrating account of a year inside one of America's premier schools for leadership -- the United States 
Military Academy -- as it celebrates the bicentennial of its founding. Ed Ruggero, a former West Point cadet and 
professor, takes an incisive look at how this elite school builds the "leaders of character" who will command the 
nation's military.Writing with deep insight and superb narrative skill, Ruggero follows the cadet's tumultuous lives: the 
initial grueling training; the strict student hierarchy and intense classroom work; and the interaction between the lowly 
first-year plebes and the upper-class cadets who train them. Duty First also shows the role played by the majors, 
captains, and sergeants, who oversee everything that happens at this unique institution.

About the AuthorEd Ruggero is the author of Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assault into Fortress 
Europe, July 1943 and Duty First: A Year in the Life of West Point and the Making of American Leaders. He was an 
infantry officer in the United States Army for eleven years and is an experienced keynote speaker on leadership 
development. He lives in Wallingford, Pennsylvania. 


