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Khee Giap Tan, Mulya Amri, Linda Low, Kong Yam Tan : Competitiveness Analysis and Development
Strategiesfor 33 Indonesian Provinces (Asia Competitiveness I nstitute - World Scientific Series) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Competitiveness Analysis and
Development Strategies for 33 Indonesian Provinces (Asia Competitiveness Institute - World Scientific Series):
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ambitious book and large amount of effort seems to be invested in data collection. Unfortunately, the theoretical basis
for measuring competitivenessis not explained. It is acommendable effort for WHAT is, but fail miserably in
answering WHY are the environment, sub-environment and indicators helpful to define the construct of
competitiveness. On this very shaky foundation, the authors go ahead to do a simulation of what-if the weakest 20%
(relative to other provinces) are improved to the average level. In p.4, they seems to suggest that earthquake above
Richter scale 5 is athreat (aweakness?) and | wonder what can the earthquake-prone provinces do to make this
indicator to the average level (shift elsewhere?). The authors seems blissfully unaware that competitivenessindex is
compiled by the likes of the World Economic Forum (WEF) which at least try to articulate a framework. That said,
many indicators look the same from these two sources at least at the superficia level (if they have used WEF
indicators and not even cite them, isit ethical?) Thereis aso an obvious mistake in p.17 Fig.1 - the title reads HDI and
per capita RGDP claiming positive correlation, the graph shows poverty (%) and obviously a negative correlation.
Given that thisis not the only game in town -- and doesn't seems to measure competitiveness more convincingly than
the alternative, | am of the opinion that thisisjust trash
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