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An Introduction to Optimization (Wiley Series in Discrete Mathematics and Optimization): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Chong Zak versus Nash SoferBy Scott RimbeyThis is the first 
semester I have taught from this text; previously I used the book by Nash Sofer. I started with Part III in the Chong 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00BCQCFQS


Zak text (on Linear Programming).My first impression is that Chong Zak could use more examples - the material on 
LP in Nash Sofer seems better to me.I've looked at Part II in C Z on unconstrained optimization and that might be 
better than the similar material in N S, but I have not yet covered this material in class so I may change my opinion 
after doing so.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Difficult read with minimal examplesBy ChobinAs a 
student, I found this book to extremely difficult to follow. It might be a good source for some educators but it is 
definitely not a book written as a textbook for students. There are virtually no examples in the books and the notation 
for mathematical expressions is quite different than other math textbooks I have seen. The text for explaining different 
sections is also very poorly written.I am very disappointed that the math department in our university decided to 
choose this textbook as a requirement for our course.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Overall didn't 
like this textBy ZOverall didn't like this text. I didn't see the point in using transposed gradients in place of gradients. 
This book is far from beginner friendly -- pretty useless as a first read as an introduction to the material imo. That 
being said, occasionally I want a more rigorous explanation of a topic and refer back to this text and appreciate the 
conciseness that the book presents

Praise for the Third Edition ". . . guides and leads the reader through the learning path . . . [e]xamples are stated very 
clearly and the results are presented with attention to detail."nbsp; mdash;MAA Reviewsnbsp; Fully updated to reflect 
new developments in the field, the Fourth Edition of Introduction to Optimization fills the need for accessible 
treatment of optimization theory and methods with an emphasis on engineering design. Basic definitions and notations 
are provided in addition to the related fundamental background for linear algebra, geometry, and calculus.nbsp; This 
new edition explores the essential topics of unconstrained optimization problems, linear programming problems, and 
nonlinear constrained optimization. The authors also present an optimization perspective on global search methods and 
include discussions on genetic algorithms, particle swarm optimization, and the simulated annealing algorithm.nbsp; 
Featuring an elementary introduction to artificial neural networks, convex optimization, and multi-objective 
optimization, the Fourth Edition also offers:nbsp; A new chapter on integer programming nbsp; Expanded coverage of 
one-dimensional methods nbsp; Updated and expanded sections on linear matrix inequalities nbsp; Numerous new 
exercises at the end of each chapter nbsp; MATLAB exercises and drill problems to reinforce the discussed theory and 
algorithms nbsp; Numerous diagrams and figures that complement the written presentation of key concepts nbsp; 
MATLAB M-files for implementation of the discussed theory and algorithms (available via the book's website) nbsp; 
Introduction to Optimization, Fourth Edition is an ideal textbook for courses on optimization theory and methods. In 
addition, the book is a useful reference for professionals in mathematics, operations research, electrical engineering, 
economics, statistics, and business.
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