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David E. Maranz : African Friends and Money Matters, Second Edition: Observations from Africa 
(Publications in Ethnography)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised African Friends and Money Matters, Second Edition: Observations from Africa (Publications in 
Ethnography): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great content, terrible quality.By AbbyNot very far into the book, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01M9JT363


but so far it has been very informative for my upcoming move to West Africa. It is well-written and engaging, and 
keeps sections on complicated topics very straight-forward and easy to follow. I'm docking two stars, however, not for 
the content of the book but for the physical quality. Pages are falling out of the binding, which has never happened to 
me before. Not sure whether I just got a bad book, but to have pages falling out seems unacceptable to me. I contacted 
the seller who offered a return/exchange with the return shipping at my own expense, but I have a time limit for 
finishing this book and am left with no choice but to hold onto a product that is falling apart. Again, the content of the 
book I would give five stars.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good read, and puts a lot of truths out 
...By Margaret OakesA good read, and puts a lot of truths out there. Definitely worth reading for any westerner 
working or contemplating working in Africa. My only complaint is that the author doesn't offer any solutions (and 
perhaps didn't intend to do so). But my experience is that these issues can and must be addressed if westerners and 
Africans are to work together successfully.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy dellerGreat 
prep for my mission trip to Nairobi, Kenya. Excellent explanation of the differences between our cultures.

African Friends and Money Matters grew out of frustrations that Westerners experience when they travel and work in 
Africa. Africans have just as many frustrations relating to Westerners in their midst. Each manages money, time, and 
relationships in very different ways, often creating friction and misunderstanding. This book deals with everyday life 
in Africa, showing the underlying logic of African economic systems and behavior. Two new chapters in this second 
edition emphasize personal relationships, making the book even more relevant to the thoughtful reader. Maranz 
introduces these principles, as well as the very different goals of African and Western economic systems, plus ninety 
specific observations of money-related African behaviors. Personal anecdotes bring this book to life. The result is that 
the reader can make sense of customs that at first seem incomprehensible. This popular book has captured the interest 
of Westerners living in or visiting Sub-Saharan Africa: business, diplomatic, and NGO personnel; religious workers, 
journalists, and tourists. The readership includes professors and students of African Studies. African readers will also 
be interested for what it reveals about Western culture and ways Westerners often react to Africa.


