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Fisher Lisa : Admissions by Design: Stop the Madness and Find the Best College for You  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Admissions by Design: Stop the Madness and 
Find the Best College for You: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Best guide to selecting a college there is. Period.By 
idxpathmanThese days, getting into a competitive college is sufficiently difficult and important that it has spawned an 
entire industry of people who do nothing but guide students through the process, some of them getting paid up to $50K 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01B2MBJIG


for that help. When our daughters were in the process of applying to colleges, we looked for the best in that field and 
decided to hire Lisa Fisher to help our daughters figure out where to apply and how to do it. We paid what seemed like 
a lot for that guidance but it turned out to be invaluable and the girls both got into the schools they ranked first--and 
they were both accepted to a number of top notch schools. I believe they might not have been accepted to a some of 
those schools without Lisa's guidance. And I'm talking RISD, SCAD, Carnegie Mellon, Wellesley, Gonzaga, schools 
of that ilk.Here, in one slender volume, is Lisa's "secret sauce," for college aspirants/applicants. I've bought copies for 
my friends with high school age kids because I know it'll help them.Highly recommended without reservation; your 
college bound kids, or those of your friends, will thank you.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The 
perfect gift for college bound teens!By Avid ReaderEvery teen will benefit from this book. I wish someone had given 
me a book like this or a semblance of the guidance it espouses when I was young. I could have connected with the 
truest me earlier and established a successful professional path guided by my heart in my 20s rather than my 40s! Can't 
recommend Admissions by Design enough!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A significant 
contribution!By slimjimbestAmazing! Finally a book on admissions that actually coaches a student (and family) in the 
areas with greatest impact ... evolving life purpose, deepest passion, and life-long participation in constructing the 
journey! Fisher packs this life-manual with current scholarship, systems theory and best coaching practices in an 
accessible way with clear actionable exercises that move a student forward and gives them a whole new way of 
thinking about their path for the rest of their lives. What a gift from Fisher's deep experience with students, her 
coaching expertise, and her scholarship! I have eagerly given copies to several of my young teen friends and their 
families and see it as a guide for anyone seeking deep purpose. A significant contribution!

The race to matriculate into the most-prestigious-university-possible is killing America's students. There is a better 
way!Admissions by Design is a poignant, unorthodox, and thorough guide that upends the traditional paradigm of 
college admissions. Incorporating the latest research in brain science and human development and using stories from 
her nearly 20 years of work with students, Lisa Fisher offers students practical tools to reframe the college admissions 
process to one of an inspired and authentic journey toward self-discovery. Building from the root of the word 
ldquo;admission,rdquo; meaning ldquo;toward purpose,rdquo; and tying the college admissions process to the 
development of self and to emerging trends in economic development, the author argues that the admissions process 
shouldnrsquo;t be about getting into a prestigious ldquo;namerdquo; school, but about a journey to knowing 
onersquo;s self, heeding onersquo;s callings, and identifying the ldquo;right fitrdquo; school that will serve as the 
catalyst to embracing a purpose-led life. Presenting facts and details about the ways in which the current system of 
college admissions negatively impacts students, the author challenges prevailing methods and offers new ideas and 
solutions to reinvent the approach to college admissions to be more humanistic and student-centered. This practical 
guide challenges students to define and pursue their unique paths and offers hands-on tools to help students in their 
process of self-discovery and in identifying and applying to the ldquo;right fitrdquo; college. 

"Students looking for an easy route to college admissions will not find it here... What they will find, however, is a bold 
and refreshing take on attending college that is, in reality, a guide to preparing for a successful, happy life."Foreword s 
(5 star review)"Readers looking for a more holistic approach to the question of higher education will find this book a 
useful tool."Kirkus s"This book is a great gift for parents with high schoolers and teens thinking about college"Mom-
Spot.com "Lisa Fisher has done it again! With Admissions By Design she is rethinking college search and admissions 
in a fundamental and beautiful way. A must-read for any student and / or parent entering the college search process. 
This novel way of thinking about college admissions is really a platform for thinking about how to live your entire life 
with passion and purpose.rdquo;Michael J. CarterFounder CEO, Strive for College"Bringing design thinking into the 
traditional college admissions process has the potential to be transformative for many young people and their families. 
Lisa Fisherrsquo;s book deftly cracks open the topic and helps the reader question assumptions in important 
ways."Susie Wise, PhDDirector, K12 Lab NetworkHasso Plattner Institute of Design, Stanford UniversityAdmissions 
by Designnbsp;is a call to assure that the college admission and selection process has heart and soul. With Lisa 
Fisherrsquo;s book, students are invited to bring their whole self to the college decision process. Therein lies the 
design."Ed TaylorDean and Vice ProvostUndergraduate Academic AffairsUniversity of Washington"Students are 
hungry for the message contained within the pages of Admissions by Design. Fisher compassionately challenges 
college bound students to begin the admissions process from a new starting line: the self."Teresa PoppenExecutive 
Director and Ultimate Difference Maker, One Stone"Lisanbsp;Fisher's Admissions by Design is a wise, deeply 
insightful response to what is wrong with our lsquo;winner take allrsquo; society, the forces that undermine good 
parenting, and the college admissions monolith. The genius of the book is placing the locus of control with the young 
men and women whose futures are at stake.nbsp;Fishernbsp;brings together the best research and thinking on how to 
navigate the college process and the future in a healthy, happy and successful way. Her approach is innovative and 
long overdue."David Holmes, Ph.D.Executive Director of Strategic Initiatives and Head of Schoolnbsp;Emeritus 
Community School, Sun Valley, IdahoAuthor and speaker on college admissions reformFormer Vice President, 



College for Every Student"Lisa Fisher is the #1 college admissions adviser out there. Now, with Admissions By 
Design, her years of wisdom are available to everyone."Aaron HurstCEO, ImperativeAbout the AuthorLisa Fisher is a 
multi-award-winning and National Board Certified educator who has worked nationally and internationally as a 
teacher, a college counselor, and an educational consultant for nearly 20 years. A graduate of Wellesley College, she 
holds a Master of Arts degree in teaching, an M.A. in leadership and organizational development, and an M.A. in 
psychology. Named a Social Impact Fellow by RSF Social Finance in 2014, she is currently completing a Ph.D. in 
organizational systems. In her work as an independent college counselor and advisor to foundations and organizations 
seeking to make large-scale change to improve college access, Lisa Fisher's innovative approaches to help students 
find and pursue their dreams has touched the lives of thousands of principals, teachers, counselors, and students. She 
lives in the Pacific Northwest. 


